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Year of Call: 1988 
 
Year took silk: 2017 
 
Caroline specialises in: 
 

• Homicide 

• Serious Crime 

• Sexual Offences 

• Fraud 

• Inquests 
 
Appointments & Memberships: 
 

• Chair of the Criminal Bar Association 2019/2020 

• Co - Chair Bar Council Legal Service Committee 2020 - 2022  

• Bar Council Representative on National S28 committee 

• Recorder of the Crown Court  - Class 2 ticket 

• Called to the Northern Irish Bar  
 
 
EXPERTISE 
 
Prosecutes and defends and engaged in Inquest work 
 
Appeared in numerous trials and in appellate jurisdiction, including House of Lords (R V 
Webber) 
Prosecuted murder, manslaughter, baby shaking cases involving technical medical evidence 
and associated expert witness 
Multi handed cases 
 
Advising on private prosecution and presently instructed as regards fraud on a multi 
disciplinary medical practice 
Has given evidence on behalf of the Bar, to numerous committees of the House of Lords in 
her capacity as Chair of the CBA 
Visiting Advocacy Lecturer University of Florida 
 
 
DEFENCE CRIME 
 
PROFESSIONAL CRIME 
Operation Everest: Prosecution case reliant on super grass evidence. A series of 4 trials 
conducted over two years, involving undercover officers, arguments as to RIPA, drug 
importation. shootings, extreme violence 
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Gang violence, including Street Shooting in Birmingham, linked to gang and drug violence 
 
OPERATION SEABROOK 
 
(Trials 2019 – 2024) This was a multiple complainant, multiple defendant trial, dealing with 
two separate defendant’s, in two separate trials, who were in positions of responsibility and 
were employed by the state. 
The defendants faced allegations of a sexual and violent nature as well as somewhat 
unusual charges of Misconduct in a Public Office arising from employment as prison officer 
at Medomsley Detention Centre in the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
The original case summary provided by the Crown spoke of 'a deluge of serious allegations, 
of over 1400 complaints and/or reports amounting to 'widespread institutionalised violence 
and a culture of abuse' 
 
In respect of each of the complainants, the Crown provided material from a number of 
different sources including criminal records (from the Police National Computer and 
Microfiche), medical and mental health services records; documentation arising from linked 
civil and Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority proceedings and historic personnel files. 
 
The aforementioned material was used and deployed in a number of ways: 
 

a. Forming the basis for questions (both in chief and in cross-examination) for 
complainants and other witnesses during the course of live evidence before the Jury, 

b. Inclusion in the jury bundle; 
c. It formed the basis for a number of entries in a lengthy and comprehensive agreed 

facts document; 
d. Being read to the jury as agreed and/or unchallengeable evidence; 
e. Witness summons applications; 
f. The identification of defence witnesses who were ultimately called to give live 

evidence before the jury. 
 
The Crown also provided material which arose not only from the wider Operation Seabrook 
enquiry but also from the earlier investigations in to abuse at Medomsley Detention Centre. 
This included initial accounts, interviews of other suspects, ID procedure documentation 
and surviving records from the Detention Centre itself. 
 
The material formed an essential part of the case for the following reasons: 
 

I. A central part of the prosecution's case was the vulnerability of the complainants 
which arose by virtue of their age and incarceration. Both Crown and Defence 
utilised material that demonstrated the background to the complainants. This 
included the legal files associated with compensation claims which expanded upon 
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the conflicted lives that some of the complainants had lived. They were leading 
chaotic lives at the time of the alleged offences and sadly at the time of complaint 
over 35 years later. This including buying drugs, engaging in violence and being in 
trouble with the police.  The complainants gave direct evidence that this was 
because of their treatment at Medomsley. The defence, using the material provided, 
relied upon differing accounts being given by the complainants as well as medical 
and mental health records which undermined the allegations against the defendants. 
This was essential as the credibility of the complainants was very much in question. 

 
II. The existence of the material and the police enquiry that was opened up in respect 

of Medomsley led to a plethora of compensation claims. It was a central plank of the 
defence case that the claims were motivated by financial gain. Applications had been 
made for compensation by way of Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority claims 
or civil proceedings against the Home Office/ Ministry of Justice.   

 
The approach to the case required a deal of skill  to ensure that material was marshalled in 
such a way that the trial process was not hindered. 
 
Trial 1: Defendant acquitted of all allegations of sexual abuse. 
 
Trial 2: Complex and interesting issues as to fitness to stand trial. Tried in absentia. 
 
Defence: School teacher, Head of department accused of sexual misconduct, breach of trust 
- acquitted 
 
Defence: Footballer – case discontinued before matter reached trial 
 
Defence: senior national equestrian  – accused of sexual misconduct with a trainee, case 
discontinued 
 
Conducted numerous successful prosecutions of sexual cases with persons in positions of 
authority including teachers and medical personal 
 
DISCLOSURE 
Drive by shooting - Principal defendant, four arrested. Case thrown out after detailed legal 
argument and submissions over a three week period 
Significant failings in disclosure and mismanagement by the police 
 
OPERATION SANCTUARY 
Sex trafficking, multi defendant allegations of sexual abuse 
3 trials, over an 18 month period 
 
HISTORIC SEX ABUSE 
Medomsley enquiry 
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A series of trials, still ongoing, representing former prison officers as to serious allegations of 
historic sexual abuse. 
 
PRIVATE INSTRUCTIONS 
RAPE and SEXUAL ASSAULT Representation includes, CEO’s, Teachers, Solicitor clients.  
Numerous acquittals. 
Feb 2022, Solicitors conviction for sexual assault overturned on appeal 
 
Private instructions in Fraud 
CEO, accused of Fraud upon Inland Revenue and VAT 
 
 
INQUEST WORK 
 
Presently instructed in 3 month inquest in respect of a shooting dead of a civilian by the 
police 
Death in custody cases 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
LEGAL 500: 
 
A tenacious and enthusiastic advocate who builds a strong rapport with the clients she 
represents". 
 
'a consummate jury advocate, who is a fighter and a winner’. 
 
“tenacious cross-examination, careful witness handling and robust Court room presence, 
has a reputation as a formidable jury advocate”. 
 
“She goes into battle meticulously prepared and leaves no stone unturned. A silk who 
commands the attention of the court room and is highly respected by judges and juries”. 
 
‘A tough advocate who can dominate a court, first choice if you can get her”. 


